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TOWN OF CUTLER BAY
2020-01

State Legislative Session

Funding Request(s)

PROJECT:
CUTLER BAY
RESTORATION PROJECT

(SW 97" AVENUE)




CutlerBay Wetland Restoration
Project Narrative
Requested Amount $300,000 ~ Town Match: $146,000

The Town is requesting $300,000 to convert 52 acres of open space at SW 97 Avenue and
SW 224 Street into a wetland area. The project site has drawn nearly 120 species of
migratory and rare birds; however, illegal dumping and ATV riding threatens the natural
habitat. This project complements the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, has
potential to link bicyclists to 3 state bike trails, and will serve as an educational "workshop"
for students attending local schools. The Miami-Dade County Board of County
Commissioners (Sponsored by Commissioner Daniella Levine Cava) unanimously adopted
Resolution #R-1095-19 "urging the Florida Legislature to appropriate funding for the Cutler
Wetlands" on October 3, 2019 (Agenda ltem Attached).

The site is envisioned as a joint public-private partnership; while the center will be funded
from the grant. Functions included within the observation structure will:

Provide for the education of the general public

Provide observation opportunities for professionals and the general public
Support efforts to re-hydrate Biscayne Bay

Provide interpretive signs and educational information for guests
Document both fauna and flora present in the associated wetlands

The proposed project can also provide a major resource for Miami-Dade County Schools
and other local institutions of higher learning, to educate and employ students in the effort to
preserve Biscayne Bay.
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