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AUTO RACING TIME TV

F1: Practice for Singapore
Grand Prix (Fri.)

4:25 a.m. ESPN2

BASEBALL TIME TV

MLB: Marlins @ Mets 7:10 p.m. FSFL
MLB: Dodgers @ Cardinals 7:15 p.m. MLBN
MLB: Mariners @ Angels 10 p.m. MLBN

BOXING TIME TV

Super lightweights: Cano-Madiev 8 p.m. ESPN2

EQUESTRIAN TIME TV

FEI:World Games (T) 7 p.m. NBCSN

FOOTBALL TIME TV

NCAA: Boston College @ Wake Forest 7:30 p.m. ESPN
NFL: Ravens @ Bengals 8:30 p.m. NFLN

GOLF TIME TV

LPGA: Evian Championship 5 a.m. GOLF
LPGA: Evian Championship 9:30 a.m. GOLF
European: KLM Open 12:30 p.m. GOLF
Web.com: Boise Open 6 p.m. GOLF
Asian: Shinhan Open 10 p.m. GOLF

SOCCER TIME TV

Women: Michigan @ Indiana 6 p.m. B10N
Women: Kentucky @ Missouri 7 p.m. SECN
Mexico: Zacatepec-Atlas 7:55 p.m. UNID
Women: Michigan State @ Purdue 8 p.m. B10N
Women: Oklahoma @ Utah 9 p.m. P12N

ON THE RADIO
BASEBALL
MLB: Marlins @ Mets, 7:10 p.m., WINZ 940; WAQI 710

ON THE AIR

Have you seen any of the
training and workout vid-
eos he posts on social
media? At 36 (37 in Jan-
uary), he seems in excel-
lent shape. No evidence of
sloth, of coasting.
There is a Heat roster

spot waiting for Wade,
along with a one-year, $5.3
million contract, the luxu-
ry-tax exception. Miami
has made clear it wants
him back. Wade has made
clear it will be Heat-or-
retire — no golden para-
chute in China, no flight
west to join LeBron in L.A.
“Heat only,” he said re-
cently.
I believe quite strongly

Wade will return for anoth-
er season.
Why the delay then?

Wade enjoys the suspense,
the growing attention on
his decision.
I am also told by repre-

sentatives of the club and
of the player that Wade
being comfortable with his
role is critical. He returned
last midseason in a bench
role, a reserve in all 21
games. He also came off
the bench in all five play-
offs games. (It would have
been four playoff games,
but Wade scored 28 points
in 26 minutes to give Mia-
mi its only postseason win,
reminding us what he still
is capable of — at least in
bursts).
I have not been told

Wade would demand to
start. But does he see him-
self good for more than 25
minutes a game? He men-
tioned recently that he
embraces a mentor’s role
for the club’s many young
guys still developing, “but
you also want to play,” he
added. A significant ad-
dendum, I thought.
Wade cannot lose with

whichever decision he
makes.
Returning to the Heat

would make it a 2018-19
Adulation Tour, league-
wide, not just in Miami.
His Li-Ning shoe brand in
China also is better grown
with him as an active NBA
player. And it would be a
final season (likely) with
his brother Udonis Haslem,
the Heat Lifer who just
re-signed for a 16th season.
If Wade retires, he heads

straight for the Basketball
Hall of Fame. And he en-
joys more time with his
wife Gabrielle Union, the
actress, and their kids, the
eldest of whom plays high
school ball now.
His health, a wonderful

family, nothing left to
prove professionally — that
makes for an enviable
situation, a no-lose deci-
sion.
I do understand fans

getting antsy, though.
Club president Pat Riley

originally said he hoped for
a Wade decision by mid-
August. When that came
and went he called Labor
Day “sort of the drop-dead
date for players.” That was
Sept. 3.
My prediction? Wade

makes his decision in time
to appear at the team’s
annual preseason Media
Day on Sept. 24. After that it
starts in a flurry. A week’s
training camp, then the first
preseason game Sept. 30,

and then the real season
commencing Oct. 17.
Meanwhile Miami fans

wait to know if they’ll have
Dwyane Wade for another
season, or if it will be
thanks for the memories,
for the greatest profession-
al sports career we’ve seen
down here.
That’s no-lose for us,

too.
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If Dwyane Wade plays this
year, it’ll be for the Heat.Bam Adebayo was a

part of the Heat’s future
plans entering this offsea-
son.
Wednesday’s move was

just confirmation of that,
with the Heat announcing
it has exercised the $3.5
million third-year team
option on Adebayo’s con-
tract for the 2019-20 sea-
son. The 21-year-old big
man was already under
contract for this upcoming
season, as he’s set to make
$3 million in 2018-19.
By exercising Adebayo’s

third-year team option,
Miami also gives itself the
power to retain his rights
for the following two sea-
sons. The Heat will have a
$5.1 million team option
on Adebayo for the 2020-
21 season and can make
him a restricted free agent
with a qualifying offer for
the 2021-22 season.
Adebayo, who was

drafted by Miami with the
14th overall pick in 2017,
is coming off a solid rook-
ie season.
He averaged 6.9 points,

5.5 rebounds and 1.5 as-
sists in 19.8 minutes in 69
games (19 starts) last
season, and also played in
the Heat’s five playoff
games with averages of
3.4 points and 4.0 re-
bounds in 15.4 minutes.
As a member of the

Heat’s summer league
team in July, Adebayo
averaged 12.3 points and
11.3 rebounds in three
games as part of the Sac-
ramento circuit and 16.5
points and 6.5 rebounds in
Las Vegas.

With centers Hassan
Whiteside and Kelly
Olynyk on the Heat’s
roster, the 6-10, 255-
pound Adebayo is expect-
ed to be used in a bench
role again. While he did
log some minutes at pow-
er forward last year, he
spent most of his time at
center.
One way to get Adebayo

more minutes as part of a
crowded frontcourt is to
play him alongside White-
side or Olynyk.
Adebayo logged 52

minutes next to Whiteside
last season, but the results
weren’t encouraging as
the Heat was outscored by
21 points in that time.
Adebayo and Olynyk were
effective together, though,
with the Heat outscoring
opponents by 96 points in
the 477 minutes they
played together.

— ANTHONY CHIANG

ETC.
ANBA: Thunder All-

Star guard Russell West-
brook underwent an ar-
throscopic procedure on
his right knee on Wednes-
day, putting his availabil-
ity for the season opener
against the Golden State
Warriors in doubt. The
team says Westbrook
decided after suffering
from inflammation in the
knee this past weekend
that he’d have the proce-
dure. He'll be re-evaluated
in approximately four
weeks, close to the season
opener at Golden State on
Oct. 16.

ANHL: Predators for-
ward Austin Watson has
been suspended without
pay for the entire presea-

son and first 27 games of
the regular season for
domestic abuse.
Commissioner Gary

Bettman handed down the
suspension Wednesday
after an investigation and
a hearing with Watson last
week. Watson pleaded no
contest in July to a charge
of domestic assault stem-
ming from an incident in
June, and the NHL found
Watson engaged in un-
acceptable off-ice con-
duct.

ASoccer: Tyler Adams
showed he might be able
to help when the rebuild-
ing U.S. soccer team re-
sumes competitive match-
es next June. So did Anto-
nee Robinson and goal-
keeper Zack Steffen.
Adams scored his first

international goal, four
minutes after Angel Zaldi-
var was ejected for a
studs-up tackle, and the
United States rebounded
from a poor first half for a
1-0 victory over Mexico
late Tuesday night and
their first win over El Tri
in three years. A 19-year-
old who made his national
team debut last Novem-
ber, Adams scored after
Kellyn Acosta passed to a
sprinting Antonee Rob-
inson on the left flank.
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Heat exercises
3rd-year option
on Adebayo
From Miami Herald Staff, Wires

MATIAS J. OCNER
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Bam Adebayo averaged 6.9
points, 5.5 rebounds and 1.5
assists last season,
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