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Kaira Mccalister, an 11th
grader who either wants to
become a vet or work with
plants to ease overpop-
ulation. “How do scientists
on the ground help you do
science on the ISS?”

“Food research is very
important for us,” replied
astronaut Arnold. “Our
experiments are actually
designed by scientists on
the ground. Scientists in-
clude professionals, uni-
versity students, and also
students at middle and
high schools.”

For Kaira, it was a dream
come true to speak to a real
life astronaut, even if she
doesn’t see herself being
one someday.

“It was amazing, I never
thought I would be able to

talk to one,” she said. “I
was shaking; I tried not to
show it.”

The downlink lasted only
20 minutes, but that pre-
cious time is something
these students will always
remember.

The astronauts even had
time to joke with the stu-
dents. Both Arnold and
Feustel acted like kids
themselves, spinning their
microphone in zero gravity
to the amusement of the
crowd.

When asked about what
food plant he would grow
in the international space
station, Arnold got some
laughs by exclaiming if he
had to pick one it would
have to be a barbeque
plant. He later said that
any fresh fruit is something
he looks forward to the
most.

When asked about the
biggest challenge he’s

faced, Feustel shared some
inspirational advice for
high schoolers who lack
confidence about their
grades or feel lost when it
comes to what they want
their future to be.

“I would say one of the
challenges I overcame
were my grades in high
school,” Feustel said. “I
struggled and it was diffi-
cult to stay focused. I went
to community college after
high school, got my grades
up and eventually received
my PhD, but my biggest
challenge was getting my-
self through high school
and trying to do better as a
student.”

Eleventh-grader Mat-
thew Herrick said he took
Feustel's words to heart.

Matthew wants to be an
astronaut and couldn’t wait
to get out the door for the
downlink — something he
says doesn’t happen during

a normal school day.
As someone who strug-

gles with his grades, Mat-
thew said he sometimes
feels intimidated looking at
all the achievements made

by the astronauts. Knowing
that Feustel also struggled
in school makes him feel
nothing's impossible.

"It felt good to know
someone wasn’t that great

in high school like me,”
Matthew said. “They have
the same experiences and
desires and if I just push
past that. It’s just good to
know they’re just like me.”

FROM PAGE 4SE

NASA

Emily Michot emichot@miamiherald.com

Students laugh as astronaut Drew Feustel does zero-gravity flips during the live feed.
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 Town of Cutler Bay                                                                 
10720 Caribbean Blvd, Suite 105                                                                                                                         
Cutler Bay, FL 33189                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
www.cutlerbay-fl.gov 
                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF CUTLER BAY 
ZONING WORKSHOP COURTESY NOTICE 

 
   Hearing Number:    SP-2018-010 
 
   Applicant:                   Publix Supermarkets, Inc. 
 
   Location:   East of Old Cutler Road between SW 208 St and SW 212 St 
 
   Folio Number:        36-6009-006-0012 &36-6009-005-0010 & 36-6009-006-0010 
                                 

Request: Development of a commercial mixed-use project which includes a Publix supermarket 
and four (4) additional buildings ranging from 4,000 sq. ft. to 16,800 sq. ft.   

    
Location: Town Hall Council Chambers Suite 115, 10720 Caribbean Blvd. 
                               Cutler Bay, FL 33189 
                                                                                                             
Date:          Wednesday, May 23, 2018 
 
Time:           6:00 PM 

  
 
Note: 
Documents are on file and may be examined at Town Hall, 10720 Caribbean Blvd., Suite 105, 
Cutler Bay, FL 33189 or viewed on the Town’s website at www.cutlerbay-fl.gov one week 
prior to the Town Council Workshop.  Community Development Department staff is available 
via phone at (305)234-4262 or to meet with you in-person during regular business hours 
(Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM) to respond to any questions or concerns regarding the 
proposed project that you may have.  

Department of 
Community Development 
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