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Public Comment

For more information or to submit written comments, please visit the

project website at https://www.AFRC-F35A-beddown.com or contact:

Mr. Hamid Kamalpour, United States Air Force, AFCEC/CZN, 2261

Hughes Ave, Ste 155, Lackland AFB, Texas 78236-9853.

The USAF will accept comments at any time during the environmental

impact analysis process. However, to ensure the USAF has sufficient

time to consider public input in the preparation of the Draft EIS,

please submit comments by May 11, 2018!

The U.S. Air Force Invites You to Attend
a Public Scoping Meeting for the Proposed
Air Force Reserve Command F-35A Mission
Environmental Impact Statement

Proposed Action and Alternatives

The U.S. Air Force (USAF) is proposing to establish an Air Force Reserve

Command (AFRC) F-35A mission. The AFRC F-35A mission includes the

beddown and operation of 24 Primary Aerospace Vehicles Authorized (PAA)

F-35A aircraft with 2 Backup Aircraft Inventory (BAI), facility and infrastructure

development, and personnel changes at a military base in the continental United

States where the AFRC conducts a global precision attack mission.

The Strategic Basing Process resulted in the identification of Naval Air Station

(NAS) Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base (JRB) in Texas as the preferred alternative

and Davis-Monthan Air Force Base (AFB) in Arizona, Homestead Air Reserve

Base (ARB) in Florida, and Whiteman AFB in Missouri as reasonable

alternatives for the AFRC F-35A mission.

The AFRC F-35A mission would be a replacement mission. The 24 PAA AFRC

F-35A aircraft with 2 BAI would replace either 24 AFRC A-10 aircraft at Davis-

Monthan AFB or Whiteman AFB or 24 AFRC F-16 aircraft at Homestead ARB

or NAS Fort Worth JRB. Along with the No Action Alternative, all four bases

will be evaluated as alternatives in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

Environmental Impact Statement

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, the USAF will prepare

an EIS to evaluate the environmental consequences that could result from

implementation of the AFRC F-35A mission.

Public Scoping Meeting - Please Attend

A public scoping meeting is being held to inform the public about the proposed

action and alternatives under consideration, and to “scope” important issues

to evaluate in the EIS. The meeting will be arranged in a “come and go,”

open-house format with no formal USAF presentation or opportunity for

public testimony. Written comments will be accepted. Your input is valuable

and assists the USAF in making more informed decisions.

Homestead ARB – April 17, 2018, at William F. Dickenson Community

Center, 1601 North Krome Avenue, Homestead, Florida 33030

Open House: Drop in anytime from 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.

TOWN OF CUTLER BAY
NOTICE OF ADOPTION

OF AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING THE TOWN
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town Council of

the Town of Cutler Bay, Florida, sitting in its capacity as

the Local Planning Agency, will hold a public hearing on

Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at 7:00 p.m., or as soon as

thereafter as possible in the Town Council Chambers, 10720

Caribbean Boulevard, Cutler Bay, Florida. The purpose of the

public hearing is to consider the Ordinance described below.

PLEASE NOTE that immediately following the meeting

of the Town Local Planning Agency the Town Council will

hold a public hearing and first reading of the Ordinance

described below:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND

TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF

CUTLER BAY, FLORIDA, AMENDING

THE TOWN’S COMPREHENSIVE

PLAN FUTURE LAND USE

ELEMENT MIXED USE CATEGORY

LAKES-BY-THE-BAY TO PERMIT

RESIDENTIAL USES AS A PART OF A

MIXED USE PROJECT; PROVIDING

FOR TRANSMITTAL; PROVIDING

FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR

SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING

FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

The Town Council may continue or defer the hearing to a

new date and time certain without further notice provided the

date and time of the continuance or deferral is announced at

the hearing. The Ordinance in its entirety may be inspected at

the Office of the Town Clerk during regular business hours.

Persons wishing to appeal any decision made by the Town

Council with respect to any matter considered at such hearing

will need a record of the proceedings and for such purpose

may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings

is made, which includes the testimony and evidence upon

which the appeal is to be based (F.S. 286.0105).

Any and all interested parties may appear at the above meeting

and be heard with respect to the proposed items.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of

1990 (ADA), persons needing special accommodations to

participate in these proceedings should contact the Town

Clerk’s Office for assistance at (305) 234-4262, no later than

four (4) business days prior to such proceeding.

Debra E. Eastman, MMC

Town Clerk

Public Notice

For legal ads online, go to http://legalads.miamidade.gov

NOTICE IS GIVEN in accordance with Section 2-11.38.1

of the Code of Miami-Dade County regarding the list of

vacancies existing on active County Advisory Boards.

Individuals wishing to view this list may visit the Advisory

Board Vacancy website at

http://www8.miamidade.gov/Apps/BOCC/BoardVacancies/Home.aspx

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK

CHRISTOPHER AGRIPPA, DEPUTY CLERK

ORLANDO
An estimated 6.8 million

Floridians evacuated for
Hurricane Irma. Some did
so twice.
Subtle shifts in the

storm’s path sent the east
coast scurrying west, then
fleeing north where land-
locked Leon County ran
out of hotel rooms and
filled 10 shelters with peo-
ple, half of whom were
from other parts of the
state.
Gridlock on Florida’s

Turnpike meant a 20-hour
trek into Georgia as lines
of cars jockeyed to escape
the Sunshine State, crush-
ing traffic like an accordion
against the border where
driving on the shoulder
was no longer allowed.
But Florida officials said

about 3 million of those
who left were not in evac-
uation zones.
These so-called “shadow

evacuees”may be encour-
aged to ride out the next
storm at home in an effort
to minimize traffic, extend

gas supplies and increase
available rooms at the inn.
It’s a nuanced message

of emergency – “know your
zone, know your home.” In
other words, if you’re not
in an evacuation zone, can
your home withstand the
forecast winds? And if it
can, can you withstand
what comes after the
storm?
Those who stayed: ‘It

was the ride of their life'
“It took some convinc-

ing, but if they were not in
an evacuation zone, and
they were in a concrete
block house with shutters
and a good garage door,
why not stay?” said Jeff
Farrell, a meteorologist
with WINK News in Fort
Myers. Farrell urged those
people to stay put during
Hurricane Irma. “The
people who stayed, they
rode it out, and it was the
ride of their life, but they
made it.”
Evacuations during the

hyperactive 2017 storm
season were a key topic at
the National Hurricane
Conference in Orlando last
week. With three hurricane
landfalls, including two

major hurricanes, in the
continental U.S. last year,
Florida was not the only
state to have evacuations,
but those escaping Irma’s
wrath constituted the larg-
est exodus of the season.
It stressed the gas sup-

ply, not just in quantity, but
in manpower as law en-
forcement was needed to
escort fuel trucks to gas
stations, and then escort
station employees to safety
so they could operate
pumps until just before
Irma came ashore.
It stretched shelter re-

sources with 54 of 67 coun-
ties issuing evacuations
and 338,000 people stay-
ing in shelters statewide.
It tested patience. The

state never put a cap on
how much gas people
could take, but officials at
the hurricane conference
lamented the “top-off”
mentality where people
filled every vehicle and gas
can they had, and then
continually topped off the
tank in their escape vehicle
leading to long lines at
Turnpike stations that
backed up traffic.
The average gas pur-

chase during Hurricane
Irma was $10, according to
state and gas company
officials who spoke during
a seminar on evacuation
planning.
“Normally we don’t

want people to fill up until
they absolutely need it,”
said Kelley Smith Burk,
director of the Office of
Energy for the Florida
Department of Agriculture.
“All we can do is send out
the message to be courte-
ous and just take what you
need.”
She escaped … and she’d

do it again
Despite the tumult of

evacuating, West Palm
Beach resident Karen Babi-
neau would do it again.
Although not in an evac-

uation zone, the 73-year-
old said her brother in
Palm Beach Gardens called
the Wednesday before
Irma made landfall on
Sunday, Sept. 10, and told
her to pack up – she was
leaving with him and his
wife.
“He said the storm was

heading right toward us at
180 mph,” Babineau said.
“He’s never afraid. He
usually stays for everything
and just says ‘poo-poo,' but
he was afraid and I knew it
was bad.”
At the Wednesday 8 a.m.

advisory from the National
Hurricane Center, Irma’s
cone had engulfed nearly
the entire Florida Penin-
sula with the center track
riding over Lake Okeecho-
bee. Its wind speeds were
noted as 185 mph. (The top
wind speed would later be
reduced to 178 mph in a
post-storm analysis.)
It took Babineau 21

hours to get to Flowery
Branch, Georgia, northeast
of Atlanta. It’s normally a
10-hour drive.
“I’ve seen what hurri-

canes can do, and I will
never stay, I don’t care,”
Babineau said. “I won’t
stay. I will leave.”
The Florida Department

of Transportation made
several recommendations
after studying the Hurri-
cane Irma evacuation,
including increasing the
use of emergency shoul-
ders for general traffic,
adding electric signs with
emergency information,
coordinating with Georgia
to open its emergency
shoulders for traffic, and
increasing the number of

simultaneous users allowed
on the department’s traffic
website. It was designed to
handle just 25,000 users at
once.
To increase access to

gas, it was recommended
that some stations in stra-
tegic traffic locations be
allowed additional fuel
capacity, and that Florida
should coordinate with
Georgia to reduce reg-
ulations for oversize and
overweight vehicles during
emergencies to deliver gas.
Ned Bowman, executive

director of the Florida
Petroleum Marketers Asso-
ciation, said despite a
crimp in the fuel supply
line after Hurricane Har-
vey hit Texas, there was
“plenty of fuel.”
“Tampa had fuel, Jack-

sonville had fuel, Port
Everglades had fuel, we
didn’t have enough trucks
or personnel to move it,”
Bowman said. “Then say
your daughter works at a
gas station, and it’s under
an evacuation order. Is she
going to evacuate? Or are
you going to leave her
there?”
Harvey slamming Texas

increased fears
Harvey, which hit Texas

as a Category 4 hurricane
on Aug. 25, dumped as
much as 60 inches of rain
in some areas, submerging
Houston and forcing days
of harrowing rescues.
The images of destruc-

tion were fresh in the
minds of Floridians when a
swirl of thunderstorms in
the far eastern Atlantic
became Tropical Storm
Irma five days later.
Some emergency manag-

ers called it the “Harvey
affect,” and Irma’s Cate-
gory 5 rage for a stunning
60 hours escalated Flor-
idians’ fears.
Add to that Irma’s ap-

proach to the state – treat-
ing Florida like a landing
strip, rather than a speed
bump – and people didn’t
care if they were in an
evacuation zone. They
were leaving.
“We weren’t sure what it

was going to do,” said
Stuart resident Marc Hen-
derson. “The hurricane
seemed like it changed so
much.”
Florida’s geography as a

narrow peninsula means
even a 40-mile change in
course was the difference
between sustained hurri-
cane-force winds and 15-
feet of storm surge, and
spurts of less damaging
tropical gusts and three
feet of surge.
Henderson, who is not in

an evacuation zone and
lives in a new home rated
to withstand gusts of Cate-
gory 4 winds, wasn’t taking
any chances. He packed up
his family and headed to

Georgia.
“My back was complete-

ly shot,” Henderson said
after the 20-hour journey.
“Next time, we'll stay.”
‘Is this going to kill

everyone?'
Wellington resident

Mike Brown had extenuat-
ing circumstances during
Irma with children in col-
lege in Orlando and Tam-
pa, and his wife in Cali-
fornia for work. He evac-
uated Thursday with his
youngest child and mother-
in-law, picked his other
two kids up and headed to
Nashville to meet his wife,
who had gotten a flight
there.
On back roads, he made

it to Nashville in 20 hours.
It’s a trip that normally
takes 12.
Coming back was worse.

Twenty-one hours from
Mobile, Alabama to Wel-
lington – typically about a
9-hour trip.
“I probably would not do

it again if I didn’t have to
gather up kids all over the
place,” Brown said. “I live
in a nice concrete block
house in Wellington and
there was no reason to
leave, but people didn’t
know, they were asking, ‘Is
this going to kill every-
one.’”
Even emergency manag-

ers have mixed feelings
about trying to curtail self-
evacuations.
Sally Bishop, director of

Pinellas County’s emer-
gency management, said
she tells her residents —
many of whom are retirees
— to evacuate regardless of
their zone.
“We think we are so

good with our modern
technology and know
what’s going to happen. I
think we are really arro-
gant … to think we under-
stand Mother Nature,”
Bishop said. “So when we
start talking about cutting
evacuation orders with a
scalpel, and you are talking
about peoples’ lives, know
that you need an axe.”
Palm Beach County

Emergency Manager Bill
Johnson disagrees.
“I think it’s fair to sug-

gest that people stay put if
they can because they are
taking gas and hotel rooms
from people who are leav-
ing to save their lives,”
Johnson said.
Mandatory evacuations

were ordered in Palm
Beach County for about
153,000 people. Another
138,000 people live in
areas that were under vol-
untary evacuation. About
17,000 people stayed in
Palm Beach County shel-
ters.
With the exception of

mobile homes, evacuations
in Florida are based on
storm surge, not wind.
That means people should
evacuate tens of miles
inland, not hundreds of
miles north, Johnson said.
“We ask people to stay in

the county,” he said. “We
need to break down the
myths that you need to
evacuate to Arkansas to be
safe.”

HURRICANES

Irma forced mass evacuations;
officials urge staying home next time
BY KIMBERLYMILLER
The Palm Beach Post
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