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game –– as long as the kiters
steer clear of swimming
zones and are certified level-
three riders.
All beginning kiteboarders

will have to take their lessons
at the designated learning
beach on 76th Street, com-
missioners said, where Bou-
chet Brothers concessionaire
has its stand, the Kite Shop,
offering equipment, apparel
and lessons.
Themotion settled a

months-long battle between
boarders, local residents, and
public officials. Historically,
kiteboarding has not been
strictly regulated onMiami
Beach, but an angry com-
plaint letter lodged in Octo-
ber by someone who had
been hit by a kite brought the
sport to the attention of the
city.

In a unanimous vote
Wednesday, theMiami
Beach City Commission left
most of the beach open to
experienced kiteboarders,
backing off what one com-
missioner called a “knee-
jerk” reaction to restrict the
sport along the waterfront.
Before a roomful of kite-

boarders in blazers and tint-
ed sunglasses, the commis-
sion set new rules: No kite-
boarding south of 24th
Street, or between 25th and
29th streets, where the beach
is severely eroded and home
to high-occupancy condos.
But a small patch at 25th

Street and everything north
of 29th Street will be fair

After the city received the
letter, Ocean Rescue in-
stalled a lifeguard tower at
26th Street, turning the ki-
ters’ favorite launch spot into
a swimming zone. One of the
city’s few restrictions on
kiteboarding prohibits the
activity within 400 feet of a
lifeguard tower.
“There was one accident,

and safety officials respond-
ed with a knee-jerk reaction,”
Commissioner John Eliza-
beth Aléman said. “Lifeguard
towers are for swimming
safety, not kiteboard enforce-
ment.”
In addition to determining

where kiteboarders could
legally practice their sport,
the resolution included three
safety regulations, proposed
by the kiters themselves.

AKiters must stay 200 feet

from shore at all times.
AKiters must stay 50 feet

from swimmers at all times.
AKiters can use the beach

only for launching and land-
ing.
Now that regulations have

been determined, city staff
will draft a plan to figure out
who will enforce them.
After the commission

voted, two dozen boarders
filed out of the room, cheer-
ing and clapping each other
on the back.
The only person who

voiced unhappiness was
Francisco Escudero, an 18-
year kitesurfer who helped
found theMiami Beach
Kiteboarding Foundation, the
nonprofit that established the
safety regulations.
Escudero runs Skybanditz

Kiteboarding and said he was
pleased that recreational
kiteboarding would continue
alongMiami Beach, but that
limiting lessons to the 76th
street area would give The
Kite Shop amonopoly on
instruction.

City backs off ‘knee-jerk’
reaction to kiteboarding
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ning for the congressional
seat that Ileana Ros-Lehti-
nen is giving up to retire.
The bill, which seeks to
reverse a loophole created
years ago to help then-Re-
publican Gov. Charlie Crist
run for the U.S. Senate,
requires candidates to sub-
mit a resignation no later
than 10 days before the
qualifying deadline to run
for federal office.
For congressional candi-

dates, that forces a drop-
dead decision near the end
of April. Qualifying deadline
is May 4. The resignation
must be effective either the
day that the candidates take
their new office, or when
the person elected to re-
place them in their old job
would need to be sworn in,
whichever is earlier.
Anyone who qualifies to

State lawmakers just put
five Miami congressional
candidates in a pickle.
OnWednesday, the Flor-

ida House voted 87-27 in
favor of a bill that would
force local and state elected
officials to resign their seats
in order to campaign for a
federal office should the
new term overlap with the
old. With the Florida Senate
having already passed the
bill, it is now headed to Gov.
Rick Scott, whose office says
he’ll review the legislation.
If Scott signs the bill into

law, he forces nearly a half-
dozen local and state law-
makers to choose between
holding onto the sure thing
and taking the risk of run-

run for federal office and
doesn’t resign is removed
from the position they hold.
All five candidates in the

race who stand to be affect-
ed told the Miami Herald in
January that they intend to
continue their campaigns:
Miami-Dade Commissioner
Bruno Barreiro on the Re-
publican side, and State
Rep. David Richardson,
State Sen. José Javier Rodrí-
guez, Miami Beach Com-
missioner Kristen Rosen
Gonzalez andMiami Com-
missioner Ken Russell
among Democrats.
Three of the five said

Wednesday night that noth-
ing had changed, and they’ll
either resign or, in Rich-
ardson’s case, decline to
seek reelection. Russell did
not immediately respond.
“I’m in the race all the

way,” said Barreiro, the lone
Republican affected by the
expected change in law.
Rosen Gonzalez con-

firmed she intends to file a
legal challenge to block the
law from taking effect.
“Our campaign will chal-

lenge Tallahassee’s unfair
decision on behalf of all the
candidates who are elected
officials,” she said.
The law is ostensibly

intended to save the state
money by reducing the
domino effect created when
politicians jump from one
seat to another, requiring
expensive special elections.
But the law will also force
open Rodriguez’s Senate
District 37, a swing district
Republicans will try to claim
if he runs for Congress.
Rodriguez said he intends

to campaign for the Demo-
crat seeking to replace him
while running for Congress.
“Making sure the Demo-

crats hold 37 has been a key
part of this process,” he
said. “This is not taking
anybody by surprise.”

Florida lawmakers to force four Miami
politicians to resign to run for Congress
BY DAVID SMILEY
dsmiley@miamiherald.com
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