
 July 19, 2017 – Adoption of Town Resolution No. 17-60 setting Wednesday, 
September 13, 2017 as 1st Budget Hearing Date

 September 4, 2017 – Governor Rick Scott issued Executive Order No. 17-235, 
Declaration of State of Emergency

 September 5, 2017 – Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos Gimenez issued 
Declaration of State of Emergency

 September 6, 2017 – Town Manager issued Declaration of State of Emergency

 September 6, 2017 – Department of Revenue issued Emergency Order 
Implementing Provisions of Executive Order No. 17-235

 September 8, 2017 – Department Revenue issued Amendment to Emergency 
Order Implementing Provisions of Executive Order No. 17-235

 Notice of Cancellation Proof of Postings and Emails

 Notice of Rescheduling Proof of Postings, Emails and Advertisement  
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Chapter 12 - EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT[1]  

Footnotes:  

--- (1) ---  

State Law reference— Emergency management, F.S. ch. 252.  

 

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL  

 

Secs. 12-1—12-18. - Reserved.  

ARTICLE II. - CIVIL EMERGENCIES  

 

Sec. 12-19. - Definitions.  

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed 
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Average retail price means the price at retail for merchandise, goods or services at which similar 
merchandise, goods or services were being sold immediately preceding a declaration of public emergency.  

Emergency means a condition which threatens or adversely affects the public health, safety, property, 
public peace, general welfare or security and which is or threatens to be beyond the control of those public 
and private agencies normally responsible for the management of such a condition, resulting from an act 
of imminent threatened act of war, riot, terrorism, mob or other acts of violence, from conflagration, 
explosion, hazardous materials incident or release, from a weather event such as a flood, hurricane or 
tornado, from a disruption in utility systems, or from any other cause, reason, condition or circumstance.  

Town manager means the town manager designated in accordance with section 3.1 of the town 
Charter or the acting town manager designated in accordance with section 3.4 of the town Charter, and 
who has the powers delineated in sections 3.3 and 3.4 of the town Charter.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.1), 6-16-2010)  

Sec. 12-20. - Applicability of provisions.  

All officers, employees, contractors, vendors, boards, commissions, authorities and other agencies of 
the town are subject to the provisions of this article.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.2), 6-16-2010)  

Sec. 12-21. - Emergency management structure.  

(a) The town manager shall perform the function of director of emergency management and shall 
implement, manage and report on all actions authorized and taken under the provisions of this article.  

ATTACHMENT "A" (Page 33 of 55)



 

  Page 2 

(b) The town manager or the town manager's designee shall plan for the coordination of those actions 
necessary for the creation and maintenance of an effective emergency response capability to prepare 
for and manage emergency conditions.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.3), 6-16-2010)  

Sec. 12-22. - Powers, duties and responsibilities.  

The town manager, when acting as the director of emergency management, shall have the following 
powers, duties and responsibilities:  

(1) To declare a state of emergency pursuant to section 12-23; provided, however, that to the extent 
possible under the circumstances, the public announcement of such declaration shall be made 
by the mayor, together with the manager, and to promptly file with the town council a certificate 
showing such emergency and the necessity for such action.  

(2) To direct the creation, revision and the exercise of emergency response plans consistent with 
state and county emergency plans for the mitigation of, preparation for, response to, and recovery 
from emergencies, and to exercise all powers permitted by F.S. ch. 252.  

(3) To recommend a budget to the town council from the creation and maintenance of an emergency 
response capability as provided in this article.  

(4) To issue emergency regulations necessary for the protection of life and property, establishment 
of public order, and control of adverse conditions affecting public welfare resulting from an 
emergency.  

(5) To plan for and develop an emergency operations control center to include equipment, manning 
and operational procedures necessary to the management and control of emergency conditions, 
as well as procurement of necessary goods and services.  

(6) To develop and manage the town's emergency awareness public information program.  

(7) To apply for public assistance or other disaster relief funding.  

(8) To coordinate emergency management efforts with his counterparts in municipalities across the 
county, the county, state and nation.  

(9) To award contracts and expend necessary town funds for emergency relief and provide for the 
town council an itemized account of all expenditures. Further, this article shall constitute town 
council consent and approval of the town manager's contractual and purchasing authority 
hereunder as required pursuant to section 3.10 of the town Charter. The town council may, by 
resolution, establish procedures which apply to this subsection.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.4), 6-16-2010)  

Sec. 12-23. - Declaration of a state of emergency.  

(a) The town manager shall have the sole authority to declare a state of emergency hereunder.  

(b) Any declaration of a state of emergency and all emergency regulations activated under the provisions 
of this article and any emergency expenditures made hereunder pursuant to section 12-22(9) shall be 
confirmed by the town council by resolution no later than at the next regular meeting, or as reasonably 
as possible, unless the nature of the emergency renders a meeting of the town council impossible. 
Confirmation of the emergency declaration shall disclose the reasons for actions proposed and taken 
to manage the emergency, and other pertinent data relating to the emergency requiring the 
declaration.  
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(c) Emergency ordinances, which may be enacted after the fact, authorized under section 4.4 of the town 
Charter and by this article may include, but are not limited to, the following subjects:  

(1) Evacuation;  

(2) Curfews, declaration of areas off limits;  

(3) Suspension or regulation of the sale of, or offer to sell, with or without consideration, alcoholic 
beverages, ammunition, firearms, explosives, or combustibles;  

(4) Prohibiting the sale of merchandise, goods or services at more than the average retail price;  

(5) Water use restrictions;  

(6) Suspension of local building regulations;  

(7) Regulating the use of and rationing of fuel, ice, bottled water, and other essentials;  

(8) Emergency appropriations procedures in compliance with section 4.4(5) of the town Charter.  

(d) A declaration of a state of emergency shall activate the emergency plans applicable to the town. A 
declaration of a state of emergency shall automatically invoke the emergency measures of F.S. § 
870.044, if the emergency relates to overt acts of violence or the imminent threat of such violence.  

(e) A state of emergency, when declared, shall continue in effect from day-to-day until declared to be 
terminated by the town manager or town council in accordance with section 12-24.  

(f) Upon the declaration of a state of emergency, the town manager shall post a written notice of such 
declaration upon the main bulletin board in town hall, and shall, as promptly as practicable, file with 
the town clerk a notice of a declared state of emergency, or emergency measure declared or ordered 
and promulgated by virtue of state statutes. The town manager shall notify the local media if practicable 
and shall post the notice on the town's website as soon as practicable.  

(g) The town manager may issue orders pursuant to this article and may elect to adopt orders issued by 
county or state emergency management agencies.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.5), 6-16-2010)  

Sec. 12-24. - Termination of a state of emergency.  

A state of emergency shall be terminated by a vote of the town council if practicable or upon the 
certification of the town manager that the conditions leading to or causing the emergency no longer exist 
and the town's agencies and departments are able to manage the situation without extraordinary 
assistance; provided, however, section 4.4(4) of the town Charter is adhered to, which provision requires 
automatic repeal of the declaration and associated emergency ordinances by the 91st day from enactment; 
provided, additionally, that a state of emergency established under F.S. §§ 870.041—870.048 shall 
terminate at the end of a period of 72 consecutive hours after the declaration of the emergency, unless, 
prior to the end of the 72-hour period, the town manger or the town council has terminated such state of 
emergency. Any extension of the 72-hour time by the town manager must be confirmed by the town council 
by resolution at the next regular meeting, unless the nature of the emergency renders a meeting of the town 
council impossible. Notice of termination of the emergency declaration shall be made to the public by the 
town manager by the same means as the notice of the declaration of the state of emergency, as provided 
under section 12-23.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.6), 6-16-2010)  

Sec. 12-25. - Police emergencies.  

(a) An emergency may be declared because of civil unrest, terrorist act or other imminent threat to public 
peace or order when the chief of police, or if unavailable, the next highest ranking officer in the police 
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department chain of command, certifies to the town manager that an emergency condition arising from 
hostile actions of others, armed or unarmed, or other imminent threat to public peace or order, requires 
extraordinary measures of control, including, but not limited to, curfew; blockage; proscription of the 
sale of firearms, other weapons or alcoholic beverages; explosives and combustibles; evacuation; and 
other similar actions. The town manager may issue a declaration of a state of emergency in 
accordance with this section 12-23.  

(b) The declaration of a state of emergency because of civil unrest, terrorism or other imminent threat to 
public peace, health, welfare, and property or order, shall authorize the issuance of emergency 
ordinances, as may be required and may, if applicable, require automatic emergency measures 
pursuant to F.S. § 870.044. In addition, additional discretionary emergency measures pursuant to F.S. 
§ 870.045 may be issued.  

(c) A state of emergency may be declared because of fire and hazardous materials emergencies, utility 
emergencies, and weather emergencies when the chief of police, public works director, or designee, 
certifies to the town manager that an emergency condition exists.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.7), 6-16-2010)  

Sec. 12-26. - Fire and hazardous materials emergencies.  

(a) An emergency may be declared because of fire or a hazardous materials incident emergency when 
the fire chief, or designee, certifies to the town manager that an actual or potential condition arising 
from fire, explosion, chemical spill or release, building collapse, or plane, train or other vehicle 
accident, requires extraordinary measures for control, including, but not limited to, calling out of off-
duty personnel; assistance by outside agencies; evacuation; and other similar actions. The town 
manager may issue a declaration of a state of emergency in accordance with section 12-23.  

(b) The declaration of public emergency because of fire and hazardous material emergency shall 
authorize the issuance of emergency resolutions and other appropriate resolutions, as may be 
required.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.8), 6-16-2010)  

Sec. 12-27. - Utility emergencies.  

(a) An emergency may be declared because of utility conditions when the public works director, or 
designee, or the authorized representative of the relevant utility certifies to the town manager the 
following:  

(1) A condition exists or is imminent that endangers the safety, potability, quantity, availability, 
collection, conveyance, transmission, distribution, treatment, or storage of water or waste through 
or within the town;  

(2) A condition exists or is imminent that endangers the safety, quality, quantity, availability, 
transmission, distribution, or storage of gas or electricity through or within the town; or  

(3) Extraordinary actions to control and correct the situation are required, including, but not limited 
to, emergency purchase; calling out of off-duty personnel; assistance by outside agencies; and 
other similar actions.  

(b) The declaration of a state of emergency because of utility conditions shall authorize the issuance of 
emergency resolutions or orders, and other appropriate resolutions or orders, as may be required.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.9), 6-16-2010)  

Sec. 12-28. - Weather emergencies.  
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(a) An emergency may be declared because of weather conditions when the national weather service or 
a state, county or local emergency management agency informs the town or the public that emergency 
conditions resulting from meteorological conditions are present or imminent. Meteorological conditions 
covered by this section shall include, but are not limited to, hurricanes, floods, tornados, or other severe 
weather conditions and the results therefrom. The town manager may issue a declaration of a state of 
emergency in accordance with section 12-23.  

(b) The declaration of a public emergency because of weather conditions shall authorize the issuance of 
emergency resolutions and other appropriate resolutions, as may be required.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.10), 6-16-2010)  

Sec. 12-29. - Suspension of local building regulations.  

The town manager may authorize a suspension of local building regulations during and following a 
declared state of emergency when the building official certifies to the town manager that such action is 
necessary for the expeditious restoration of property damaged by an emergency event. Suspension of 
building regulations may be applied on a case-by-case basis as required to remedy specific conditions and 
to facilitate the provision of emergency housing to disaster victims. The building official shall specify the 
provisions of the building code to be suspended and the reasons therefore, when certifying the necessity 
of such suspension to the town manager.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.11), 6-16-2010)  

Sec. 12-30. - Certification of emergency conditions.  

A certification of emergency conditions to the town manager may be verbal, but each verbal 
certification shall be confirmed in writing within 24 hours following an emergency declaration.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.12), 6-16-2010)  

Sec. 12-31. - Penalty.  

Any person, firm or corporation who violates any provision of this article or orders issued hereunder, 
for which another penalty is not specifically provided herein or required by law shall, upon conviction, be 
subject to such fine or imprisonment or both as provided by section 1-16. Each day that a violation shall 
continue to exist shall constitute a separate offense.  

(Ord. No. 10-07, § 2(8B-1.13), 6-16-2010)  

Secs. 12-32—12-50. - Reserved.  

ARTICLE III. - EMERGENCY SERVICES  

DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY  

 

Secs. 12-51—12-104. - Reserved.  

DIVISION 2. - BURGLAR ALARM SYSTEMS  
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Sec. 12-105. - Purpose of regulations.  

The purpose of this section is to place responsibility on the alarm user to prevent, by use of appropriate 
mechanical, electrical, or other means, false burglar alarms.  

(Code 2005, § 21-276(1); Ord. No. 6-28, § 2(1), 11-15-2006; Ord. No. 07-28, § 2(1), 11-14-

2007; Ord. No. 11-06, § 2(1), 8-17-2011)  

Sec. 12-106. - Definitions.  

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed 
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Alarm company means any person licensed pursuant to F.S. ch. 489 to engage in selling, leasing, 
maintaining, servicing, repairing, altering, replacing, moving, installing or monitoring any alarm system or 
causing any alarm system to be sold, leased, maintained, serviced, repaired, altered, replaced, moved or 
installed in, or on, any building, structure or facility.  

Alarm user means any person or other entity that owns, possesses, controls, occupies, or manages 
any premises.  

Burglar alarm system means any assembly of equipment, mechanical or electrical, arranged to signal 
the occurrence of an illegal entry or other activity requiring urgent attention and to which the police 
department may reasonably be expected to respond, but does not include fire alarms or alarms installed in 
motor vehicles.  

False alarm means a signal from a burglar alarm system that elicits a response by the police 
department when not an emergency or actual or threatened criminal activity requiring an immediate 
response, including a signal activated by negligence, accident, mechanical failure, and electrical failure; 
signals activated intentionally in non-emergency situations; and signals for which the actual cause of 
activation is unknown.  

Premises means the building or structure or portion of a building or structure upon which is installed 
or maintained a burglar alarm system.  

(Code 2005, § 21-276(3); Ord. No. 6-28, § 2(2), 11-15-2006)  

Sec. 12-107. - Permits required for installation or modification of burglar alarm systems.  

All alarm companies installing or modifying burglar alarm systems which shall operate at any premises 
located within the town shall obtain a burglar alarm permit from the town. Only alarm companies may apply 
for, be issued, and perform the work authorized under the burglar alarm permit.  

(Ord. No. 6-28, § 2(3), 11-15-2006; Ord. No. 07-28, § 2(3), 11-14-2007)  

Sec. 12-108. - Registration of alarm system and fee.  

(a) Registration of burglar alarm systems. All burglar alarm systems which operate at any premises 
located within the town shall be registered with the town by the alarm user. The alarm user shall 
complete and submit to the town an annual registration for each burglar alarm system, together with 
the appropriate fee. A new registration fee shall be necessary upon a change in the alarm user. Failure 
to register a burglar alarm system after receiving a 30-day written warning from the town shall 
constitute a violation of this article.  
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(b) Forms. Alarm system registration shall be made upon forms prescribed by the town manager. Each 
application shall include:  

(1) The name, address and telephone number of the applicant.  

(2) The make and type of alarm system and date of original installation.  

(3) Whether the premises on or in which the alarm system is located are residential or nonresidential.  

(4) The name, address and telephone number of the alarm business or person which installed the 
alarm system.  

(5) The name, address and telephone number of the alarm business(es) with which the applicant has 
a maintenance or service contract, if any, or a central station hookup.  

(6) The names, addresses and telephone number of no less than three persons or entities to be 
contacted in the event of a false alarm.  

(7) The signature of the applicant and date of application.  

(c) Change in registration information. In the event of a change in any of the information required as part 
of the annual registration, the alarm user shall notify the town of the change. An updated registration 
shall be filed with the town within ten days of any change.  

(d) Annual registration fee.  

(1) Effective January 1, 2011, there shall be an annual registration fee of $25.00 for all alarm 
registrations. Each separate alarm system shall require a separate registration. The registration 
period will be for one year. Initial alarm registrations which are submitted after January shall pay 
a reduced initial alarm registration fee for the first year. The fee shall be reduced by $2.00 for 
each month after January. Upon renewal for registration periods beginning on or after January 1, 
2011, the fee will be as follows:  

a. $25.00 if the burglar alarm system has had a false alarm requiring police dispatch during the 
prior registration period; or  

b. There shall be no fee if the burglar alarm system has not had a false alarm requiring police 
dispatch during the prior registration period.  

(2) Renewal registration fees, if required, shall be paid by January 1 of each year. All existing alarm 
licenses scheduled to expire on October 31, 2010, shall be extended through December 31, 2010, 
and shall be subject to renewal as required by this section.  

(Code 2005, § 21-276(4); Ord. No. 6-28, § 2(4), 11-15-2006; Ord. No. 07-28, § 2(4), 11-14-

2007; Ord. No. 08-02, § 2, 1-16-2008; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2(4), 9-22-2010; Ord. No. 11-06, § 

2(4), 8-17-2011)  

Sec. 12-109. - Required equipment in a burglar alarm.  

An alarm user shall not use a burglar alarm system unless that burglar alarm system is equipped with:  

(1) A backup power supply that will become effective in the event of power failure or outage; and  

(2) A device that automatically silences the alarm within 15 minutes after activation.  

(Code 2005, § 21-276(5); Ord. No. 6-28, § 2(5), 11-15-2006)  

Sec. 12-110. - False alarms prohibited.  

It is the responsibility of each alarm user to monitor the occurrences of false alarms on its premises. 
No burglar alarm user shall cause, allow, or permit the burglar alarm system to give a false alarm. The 
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police department shall notify the alarm user of each false alarm. Such notice shall be provided by posting 
a notice of violation on the premises or by mailing a notice of violation to the alarm user.  

(Code 2005, § 21-276(6); Ord. No. 6-28, § 2(6), 11-15-2006)  

Sec. 12-111. - Alarm verification calls required.  

Except for panic or holdup type alarms, all residential or commercial intrusion/burglar alarms that have 
central monitoring must have a central monitoring verification call made to the premises generating the 
alarm signal, prior to alarm monitor personnel contacting the police department for dispatch. Alarm 
monitoring companies will make available to the police department, upon request, records providing proof 
that the monitoring company made the verification calls.  

(Code 2005, § 21-276(7); Ord. No. 6-28, § 2(7), 11-15-2006)  

Sec. 12-112. - Canceling false alarm calls.  

It shall be a violation of this article for an alarm company to fail to notify the police department of the 
cancellation of a false alarm within ten minutes of being notified that the alarm is false by the alarm user or 
his authorized representative. However, the police department will not cite the alarm company for failure to 
meet the ten-minute criterion if notification of a false alarm is received before an officer arrives on the scene. 
Alarm companies will make available to the police department records providing proof that the police 
department was contacted within the ten-minute criterion. If a fire alarm system is connected to a burglar 
alarm system, this section shall not apply to false alarms that the alarm user proves were generated by the 
fire alarm portion of the system.  

(Code 2005, § 21-276(8); Ord. No. 6-28, § 2(8), 11-15-2006)  

Sec. 12-113. - Penalties.  

(a) Each violation of either section 12-107, 12-108, or 12-109 shall be punished as provided in chapter 8.  

(b) Each violation of section 12-110 shall be punished as provided in chapter 8.  

(c) Each violation of section 12-111 or 12-112 shall be punished as provided in chapter 8.  

(d) An alarm is not a false alarm if the alarm user proves that:  

(1) An individual activated the alarm based upon a reasonable belief that an emergency or actual or 
threatened criminal activity requiring immediate response existed;  

(2) The burglar alarm system was activated by lightning or an electrical surge that caused physical 
damage to the system, as evidenced by the testimony of a licensed alarm company who 
conducted an on-site inspection and personally observed the damage to the system; or  

(3) If the alarm user experienced a power outage of four or more hours, causing the alarm to activate 
upon restoration of power, as evidenced by written documentation provided by Florida Power and 
Light Company or other applicable provider.  

Fines may be mitigated by the hearing officer after presentation of evidence by the alarm user indicating 
that mitigation is appropriate.  

(Code 2005, § 21-276(9); Ord. No. 6-28, § 2(9), 11-15-2006)  

Sec. 12-114. - Enforcement.  
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In addition to all remedies otherwise available, this article shall be enforced by the code enforcement 
provisions set forth in the Town Code.  

(Code 2005, § 21-276(10); Ord. No. 6-28, § 2(10), 11-15-2006)  
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From: Town of Cutler Bay
To: Alexandra Ortiz
Subject: Cutler Bay, FL: Notice of Budget Hearing Cancellation
Date: Thursday, September 07, 2017 5:34:28 PM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click Here.

Notice of Budget Hearing Cancellation
Post Date:  09/07/2017 5:30 PM

Cutler Bay Logo (JPEG)

 

NOTICE OF HEARING CANCELLATION

The 1st Town Council Budget Hearing adopting a millage rate and budget on
Wednesday, September 13, 2017 at 7:00 PM for the Town of Cutler Bay is being

cancelled due to Hurricane Irma.

Ref. State of Florida Executive Order 17-235

To change your eNotification preference, Click Here. To unsubscribe from all Cutler Bay, FL
eNotifications, Click Here.
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Town Hall Entrance 

Town Hall Council Chambers Town Hall Council Chambers 

Town Public Hearing Rescheduling Notice 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Posting of Notice 
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From: Town of Cutler Bay
To: Alexandra Ortiz
Subject: Cutler Bay, FL: Notice of Rescheduled Budget Hearing
Date: Friday, September 15, 2017 5:30:58 PM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click Here.

Notice of Rescheduled Budget Hearing
Post Date:  09/15/2017 5:15 PM

Cutler Bay Logo (JPEG)

 

NOTICE OF RESCHEDULED HEARING

The tentative hearing adopting a millage rate and budget on Wednesday,
September 13, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. for the Town of Cutler Bay is being rescheduled

due to Hurricane Irma.

A rescheduled hearing adopting a tentative millage rate and budget will be held on:

Thursday, September 21, 2017 at 7:00 PM
located at the

Town of Cutler Bay 
Town Hall Council Chambers, Suite 115

10720 Caribbean Boulevard
Cutler Bay, Florida 33189

Ref. State of Florida Executive Order 17-235

To change your eNotification preference, Click Here. To unsubscribe from all Cutler Bay, FL
eNotifications, Click Here.
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found unresponsive inside
his cell at the Turner Guil-
ford Knight Correctional
Center earlier this month
just as South Florida was
scrambling to prepare for
the arrival of Hurricane
Irma. Romero was taken to a
nearby hospital, where he
later died on Sept. 7.
His death is being in-

The Miami man convicted
last month of murdering a
friend over prized racing
pigeons has died after a
suspected suicide attempt in
jail.
Lazaro Romero, 47, was

vestigated by Miami-Dade
police detectives. Authorities
have not disclosed how
Romero died, and the Mia-
mi-Dade Medical Exam-
iner’s Office has yet to rule
on a cause and manner of
death.
It was a tragic end for

Romero, who was convicted
of the November 2013 stab-

bing death of Yoan Vazquez
in Miami. The killing roiled
the small but devoted South
Florida community devoted
to the sport of pigeon racing.
The sport is particularly
popular in Cuba, where
Vazquez and Romero first
learned how racing pigeons.
“All around, this case has

been an enormous tragedy,”

said his defense attorney,
Julia Seifer-Smith. “I’ve only
known Lazaro to have an
incredible remorse about it
having happened. He’s only
shown me and my co-coun-
sel kindness and he has an
incredible love for his family
and overwhelming pride in
his sons.”
AMiami-Dade jail spokes-

man declined to comment
because of the ongoing
investigation.
Prosecutors said Romero

believed Vazquez owed him
20 prized racing pigeons,
and went with his brother to
the man’s home to get them
back at knife point. Romero
and his brother attacked
Vazquez in his backyard —
while the man’s 6-year-old
daughter watched.
Romero did not stab Vaz-

quez; it was his brother,
Freddy Romero, who deliv-
ered the fatal knife thrusts.
Freddy Romero pleaded
guilty and is now doing 25
years in prison.
At trial, Romero’s defense

lawyers said he never
planned to hurt Vazquez —
and had no idea that his
brother would fatally stab
the man.
The jury on Aug. 31 delib-

erated less than two hours
before deciding he was
guilty of second-degree
murder. Romero had been
out on bail before the trial,
but was taken back into
custody after his convic-
tion.
He faced up to life in

prison, and was to be sen-
tenced sometime in the
coming months.

Convicted of murder over
racing pigeons, he’s now dead
after suspected jail suicide
BY DAVID OVALLE
dovalle@miamiherald.com
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next week, it’ll give court
staff, lawyers and judges
some seven days to regroup
amid widespread electricity
outages, lack of cellphone
coverage and clean-up
efforts.
“For humanitarian rea-

sons, we want to get this
going as soon as possible.
There are people in custody
whose sentences could be
up,” Key West Public De-
fender Robert Longwood
said.
Getting Monroe County’s

After being evacuated
because of Hurricane Irma,
hundreds of jail inmates
from the Florida Keys may
soon be returned to the
islands. First order of busi-
ness: court hearings to help
clear the jail of inmates
facing petty crimes, such as
drinking in public.
If those hearing go

through as planned early

criminal-justice system
back in action remains a
daunting logistical chal-
lenge on an island chain
spread out over 110 miles —
and with one major road
clogged with clean-up
crews, returning residents
and relief workers.
As Hurricane Irma bore

down on the Keys, 466
inmates were evacuated
from Monroe jails, includ-
ing the main detention
center on Stock Island. The
storm came ashore on Cud-

joe Key on Sept. 10, batter-
ing the island chain and
wrecking boats, homes and
businesses throughout
Monroe County.
For people arrested after

the storm, there have been
some initial court hearings
held via phone from the
main jail.
Officials considered

holding hearings in Palm
Beach County, possibly
with specially appointed
judges, but decided to plan
for next week with the

return of the inmates. The
Monroe County Sheriff’s
Office hopes to have them
returned by the weekend, if
the jails have power, sewer,
water and food.
“We have to have the jail

in the appropriate condition
for them to return,”Mon-
roe Sheriff’s spokeswoman
Becky Herrin said.
The Key West state

courthouse suffered some
water damage but should
reopen only to employees
next Monday, according to
a courts spokeswoman.
The next day, on Tues-

day, the main jail will be
the tentative site of a mis-
demeanor “plea” calendar,
with a docket of felony
cases the following day.
Many of those misde-

meanor defendants are

regulars, mostly homeless
who flock to Key West and
were arrested for trespass-
ing or drinking in public in
the weeks before Hurricane
Irma hit. Between 50 and
60 could be eligible for
release under plea deals or
for time they have already
served, said Longwood, the
public defender.
“We have a large pop-

ulation of repeat offenders
for the same crimes,” said
Longwood, whose staff has
been in touch with inmates
in Palm Beach and their
families.
The rest of the week also

gives prosecutors and pub-
lic defenders time to return
home, and get working
power and internet in offic-
es spread throughout the
islands.

Court may soon be back in session —
if inmates return from storm exile
BY DAVID OVALLE
dovalle@miamiherald.com
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sustained heavy damages —
with a few caveats. Defense
councils will certify the
extent of damages and the
resources necessary to make
repairs.
To acquire construction

materials, victims will be
able to request low-interest,
long-term loans, according
to a notice that appeared in
Granma, the newspaper of
Cuba’s Communist Party.
For homes that collapsed

or lost their entire roofs, the
state will take over interest
payments. Defense councils
also will consider subsidies

Cuba has announced
plans to help its citizens
recover from Hurricane
Irma’s devastating swipe at
its north coast and rebuild
their homes.
Drawing on recovery

lessons from recent hurri-
canes Sandy and Matthew,
the government said it
would finance 50 percent of
the cost of construction
materials for Irma victims
who lost their homes or

for victims whose incomes
are too low to buy all the
required construction mate-
rials. Those who still owe
money on construction loans
for previous programs also
may be granted subsidies.
As Hurricane Irma raked

the island from the eastern
tip to Havana in the west, 10
people lost their lives and
many homes were lost or
damaged by high winds and
coastal flooding. This past
weekend the government
encouraged people to clean
streets and the interior of
their homes and courtyards

affected by floodwaters to
prevent the spread of dis-
ease.
ACN, the Cuban news

agency, reported Monday
that a contingent of 200
linemen from Havana head-
ed to Villa Clara province to
help restore electrical serv-
ice. Primary transmission
networks have been restored
in Havana, and work on
secondary electrical net-
works in the capital is almost
completed, Mercedes López
Acea, president of the Hava-
na Defense Council, told
reporters.

The hurricane couldn’t
have come at a worse time
for Cuba as the all-important
winter tourism season ap-
proaches, its benefactor
Venezuela struggles to sup-
ply oil, and other areas of
the economy aren’t doing
particularly well.
Although damage was

particularly acute in the
central Cuban provinces
where Irma made landfall
Sept. 8, Cuban officials have
emphasized that in one way
or another, due to lost crops,
damaged infrastructure and
other factors, the entire
country has been affected.
“With the passage of the

hurricane, I’m convinced
that GDP will be negative,”
said economist Carmelo
Mesa-Lago, a professor
emeritus at the University of

Pittsburgh.
The economy grew by 1.1

percent, largely buoyed by
record tourism numbers,
during the first six months of
the year, according to the
Cuban government. But that
could dip below zero by
year’s end, said Mesa-Lago.
In 2008, when three hur-

ricanes caused about $10
million in damages in Cuba,
the more negative effects
were felt the following year.
“In 2008, the economy

had grown 4.1 percent and
in 2009, that was down to
1.4 percent — that is to say
that the cost of the whole
situation was GDP growth
that was 2.7 points lower
that year,” said Pavel Vidal,
a Cuban economist who is a
professor at Javeriana Uni-
versity in Colombia.

Cuba announces program to repair homes damaged
by Irma as experts assess damage to economy
BYMIMI WHITEFIELD
AND NORA GAMEZ TORRES
mwhitefield@miamiherald.com
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toes. But Miami-Dade’s
mosquito control depart-
ment said it won’t be spray-
ing until all residents have
their power back.
In Broward, the county’s

mosquito control agency
announced plans to spray a
biological larvicide from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesday
through Friday in Holly-
wood and Fort Lauderdale

Mosquito control agen-
cies in Broward and Palm
Beach counties announced
plans to spray insecticides
by truck and air this week
after recent rainfall from
Hurricane Irma and the
resulting rise in mosqui-

and again from Sept. 25-29
in the cities of Fort Lauder-
dale, Lauderdale Lakes,
Lauderhill, North Lauder-
dale, Oakland Park, Tam-
arac and Wilton Manors.
Palm Beach is the only

county that has announced
plans for aerial spraying of
insecticides beginning at
sunset on Tuesday in
neighborhoods west of

Military Trail, including the
communities of Jupiter
Farms, Palm Beach Gar-
dens, West Palm Beach,
Loxahatchee Groves, Royal
Palm Beach, Wellington,
Belle Glade and the west-
ern areas of Boca Raton.
In Miami-Dade, mosqui-

to control officials said they
have reinstated residential
inspections and redeployed

a surveillance network of
traps to monitor the num-
ber of mosquitoes in the
county. But Miami-Dade
has no plans to spray in-
secticides by any method
until all residents have
power again, said spokes-
woman Gayle Love.
“We certainly don’t want

to be applying any insecti-
cide while people don’t
have power and their win-
dows may be open and they
just don’t have the best
conditions,” Love said.
Once power is fully re-

stored in Miami-Dade,
Love said, the county will
resume its schedule of

spraying by truck and,
when necessary, by air.
There are still no report-

ed cases of the Zika virus
spread by mosquitoes in
Florida this year, though
the health department has
recorded 175 cases, in-
cluding 135 infections ac-
quired by people traveling
outside the state.
The remaining cases

recorded this year include
10 local infections from
2016 that were tested in
2017, and another 30 cases
involving people with no
symptoms but whose
source of infection was
undetermined.

Mosquito spraying scheduled for cities in
Broward and Palm Beach but not Miami-Dade
BY DANIEL CHANG
dchang@miamiherald.com
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