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OFFICIAL FILE COPY
CLERK OF THE BOARD

i s MEMORANDUM
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

Agenda Item No. 5(E)

TO: Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson .DATE: February 19, 2020
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM:  Abigail Price-Williams SUBJECT:  Resolution renaming those portions of Old
County Attorney Dixie Highway from Southwest 304th Street

to Southwest 146th Court, Southwest 232nd
Street to Southwest 218th Street, and
Southwest 98th Street to Datran Boulevard
as “Harriet Tubman Highway”; renaming
that portion of West Dixie Highway from
Northeast 163rd Street to Northeast 215th
Street as “Harriet Tubman Highway”;
urging the Florida Legislature to rename that
portion of West Dixie Highway/State Road
909 from Northeast 119th Street to
Northeast 163rd Street as “Harriet Tubman
Highway”; urging the Florida Legislature to
rename that portion of South Dixie
Highway/U.S. Route 1/State Road 5 from
the Miami-Dade/Monroe County line to
State Road 9A/1-95 Northbound as “Harriet
Tubman Highway™; urging the City of
Homestead to rename that portion of Old
Dixie Highway from Southwest 312th Street
to SW 304th Street as “Harriet Tubman
Highway”; approving these renamings; and
urging applicable municipalities to join in

, approval of these renamings
Resolution No. R-168-20

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Co-Prime Sponsors
Commissioner Dennis C. Moss, Commissioner Esteban L. Bovo, Jr., Commissioner Daniella Levine Cava,
Commissioner Jose "Pepe” Diaz, Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson, Commissioner Sally A. Heyman,
Commissioner Eileen Higgins, Commissioner Barbara J. Jordan, Commissioner Joe A. Martinez,
Commissioner Jean Monestime, Vice Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa, Senator Javier D. Souto and Commissioner
Xavier L. Suarez.
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&2 MEMORANDUM
(Revised)

TO: Honorable Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson DATE: February 19, 2020
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FRO igail Price-Williams SUBJECT: Agenda Item No. 5(E)

unty Attorney

Please note any items checked.

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised
6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public
hearing

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget
Budget required

Statement of fiscal impact required

Statement of social equity required

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s
report for public hearing

/ No committee review

Applicable legislation requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3's
present ___,2/3 membership ___,3/5’s ___  unanimous __,Cbmp
7 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3)(h) or (4)(c) ___, CDMP 2/3 vote
requirement per 2-116.1(3)(h) or (4)(¢) ____, or CDMP 9 vote
requirement per 2-116.1(4)(c)(2) ___ ) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available
balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required

9- .
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Veto 2-19-20
Override

RESOLUTION NO. R-168-20

RESOLUTION RENAMING THOSE PORTIONS OF OLD DIXIE
HIGHWAY FROM SOUTHWEST 304TH STREET TO
SOUTHWEST 146TH COURT, SOUTHWEST 232ND STREET
TO SOUTHWEST 218TH STREET, AND SOUTHWEST 98TH
STREET TO DATRAN BOULEVARD AS “HARRIET TUBMAN
HIGHWAY”; RENAMING THAT PORTION OF WEST DIXIE
HIGHWAY FROM NORTHEAST 163RD STREET TO
NORTHEAST 215TH STREET AS “HARRIET TUBMAN
HIGHWAY”; URGING THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE TO
RENAME THAT PORTION OF WEST  DIXIE
HIGHWAY/STATE ROAD 909 FROM NORTHEAST 119TH
STREET TO NORTHEAST 163RD STREET AS “HARRIET
TUBMAN HIGHWAY”; URGING THE FLORIDA
LEGISLATURE TO RENAME THAT PORTION OF SOUTH
DIXIE HIGHWAY/U.S. ROUTE 1/STATE ROAD 5 FROM THE
MIAMI-DADE/MONROE COUNTY LINE TO STATE ROAD
9A/1-95 NORTHBOUND AS “HARRIET TUBMAN
HIGHWAY”; URGING THE CITY OF HOMESTEAD TO
RENAME THAT PORTION OF OLD DIXIE HIGHWAY FROM
SOUTHWEST 312TH STREET TO SW 304TH STREET AS
“HARRIET TUBMAN HIGHWAY”; APPROVING THESE

RENAMINGS; AND URGING APPLICABLE
MUNICIPALITIES TO JOIN IN APPROVAL OF THESE
RENAMINGS

WHEREAS, the unconquerable American hero, Harriet Ross Tubman, was an abolitionist
and political activist who dedicated her life to the universal plight for freedom for all; and

WHEREAS, born enslaved as Arminta “Minty” Ross in Dorchester County, Maryland
around March of 1822, Ms. Tubman would go on to change both her name and caste as she
unapologetically proclaimed her right to liberty by successfully escaping the bonds of slavery; and

WHEREAS, for Ms. Tubman, freedom for oneself was insufficient when others remained

in bondage; and
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WHEREAS, Ms. Tubman exemplified the importance and reach of the “power of one” by
risking her life to return to the horrors of bondage over 13 times during an 11-year period, in order
to lead countless others to freedom in spirit and in. truth; and

WHEREAS, known as the Moses of her people, Ms. Tubman helped to establish and
mobilize the Underground Railroad, comprised of a network of abolitionists and safe houses that
provided enslaved individuals with a passage to freedom; and

WHEREAS, for the Underground Railroad, Ms. Tubman was the Conductor who is said
to have never “lost a passenger”; and

WHEREAS, it is undeniable that Ms. Tubman was a Renaissance woman in every sense
of the phrase; and

WHEREAS, her bravery extended beyond the perils of the Underground Railroad, as she
was the first documented woman to lead an armed assault during the Civil War, where she also
served as a nurse, and intelligence operative for the Union Army; and

WHEREAS, she also solidified her place on the frontlines of the Women’s Suffrage
Movement, where she boldly advocated for women’s right to vote; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of her immeasurable contributions to the fabric of this nation,
this Board would like to honor the memory, legacy, and tenacity of Ms. Harriet Ross Tubman,
who died on March 10, 1913, as well as take a staunch proactive stance on the necessary
eradication of the lingering markers within Miami-Dade County and the State of Florida which
continue to celebrate a painful history of systemic racism including Old Dixie Highway, West

Dixie Highway, and South Dixie Highway by:
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1. Renaming that portion of Old Dixie Highway from Southwest 304th Street to
Southwest 146th Street, Southwest 232nd Street to Southwest 218th Street, and
Southwest 98th Street to Datran Boulevard as “Harriet Tubman Highway”;

2. Renaming that portion of West Dixie Highway from Northeast 163rd Street to
Northeast 215th Street as “Harriet Tubman Highway”;

3. Urging the Florida Legislature to rename that portion of West Dixie Highway/State
Road 909 from Northeast 119th Street to Northeast 163rd Street as “Harriet Tubman
Highway”/State Road 909;

4. Urging the Florida Legislature to rename that portion of South Dixie Highway/U.S.
Route 1/State Road 5 from the Miami-Dade/Monroe County line to State Road
9A/Interstate 95 Northbound as “Harriet Tubman Highway”/U.S. Route 1/State Road
5; and

5. Urging the City of Homestead to rename that portion of Old Dixie Highway from
Southwest 312th Street to Southwest 304th Street as “Harriet Tubman Highway”; and

WHEREAS, under its present moniker, Dixie represents a troubling time in our nation’s

past, mmed by the inhumane celebration and unconscionable profit of the peril§ of racism,
segregation, and the atrocities of slavery; and

WHEREAS, it is unquestionable that “Dixie’s” toxic history runs deeply through the veins

of this country, as its racist roots date back to the 19" century and the deplorable comedic
movement of blackface minstrelsy and would become the rallying cry and unofficial anthem of
the Confederacy during the Civil War as they fought to uphold an institution that enslaved and

tortured countless African Americans; and
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WHEREAS, it is only fitting that Dixie’s current nomenclature be replaced by the
matchless legacy of a warrior whose heroic and selfless fight for freedom and justice has served
the best interests of Miami-Dade County, the state of Florida, and the nation, and has undoubtedly
provided a direct and significant impact on Miami-Dade County; and

WHEREAS, because portions of Old Dixie Highway and West Dixie Highway encompass
Miami-Dade County roadways, this Board has the authority to rename those roads; and

WHEREAS, because portions of West Dixie Highway/State Road 909 and South Dixie
Highway/U.S. Route 1/State Road 5 are state roads, the Florida Legislature would be required to
rename those roads; and

WHEREAS, section 334.071, Florida Statutes, provides that the erection of markers for
state road designations shall be contingent upon the appropriate city or county commission passing
a resolution in support of the particular honorary designation; and

WHEREAS, those portions of West Dixie Highway/State Road 909 from Northeast 119th
Street to Northeast 163rd Street and South Dixie Highway/U.S. Route 1/State Road 5 from the
Miami-Dade/Monroe County line to State Road 9A/Interstate 95 Northbound are state roads
located within unincorporated Miami-Dade County, the City of North Miami Beach, Florida City,
the City of Homestead, the Town of Cutler Bay, the Village of Palmetto Bay, the Village of
Pinecrest, the City of South Miami, the City of Coral Gables, and the City of Miami; and

WHEREAS, these renamings are located in County Commission Districts 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board:
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Section 1.  After a public hearing, renames those portions of Old Dixie Highway from
Southwest 304th Street to Southwest 146th Street, Southwest 232nd Street to Southwest 218th
Street, and Southwest 98th Street to Datran Boulevard as “Harriet Tubman Highway”.

Section 2.  After a public hearing, renames West Dixie Highway from Northeast 163rd
Street to Northeast 215th Street as “Harriet Tubman Highway”.

Section3.  Urges the Florida Legislature to rename that portion of West Dixie
Highway/State Road 909 from Northeast 119th Street to Northeast 163rd Street as “Harriet
Tubman Highway”, and approves such renaming.

Section 4. Urges the Florida Legislature to rename that portion of South Dixie
Highway/U.S. Route 1/State Road 5 from the Miami-Dade/Monroe County line to State Road 9A/
Interstate 95 Northbound as “Harriet Tubman Highway”/U.S. Route 1/State Road 5 and approves
such renaming.

Section 5.  Urges the City of Homestead to rename that portion of Old Dixie Highway
from Southwest 312th Street to Southwest 304th Street as ‘“Harriet Tubman Highway” and
approves such renaming.

Section 6.  Urges the City of Florida City, City of Homestead, Town of Cutler Bay,
Village of Palmetto Bay, Village of Pinecrest, City of South Miami, City of Coral Gables, and the
City of Miami to join in these renamings.

Section 7. Directs the Clerk of the Board to send certified copies of this Resolution to
the Governor, the Senate President, the House Speaker, the Chair and Members of the Miami-
Dade State Legislative Delegation, the Mayor and City Commission of the City of Florida City,
the Mayor and City Council of the City of Homestead, the Mayor and Town Council of the Town

of Cutler Bay, the Mayor and Council of the Village of Palmetto Bay, the Mayor and Village

1
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Council of the Village of Pinecrest, the Mayor and City Commission of the City of South Miami,
the Mayor and City Commission of the City of Coral Gables, the Mayor and City Commission of
the City of South Miami, the Mayor and City Commission of the City of Miami, the Secretary of
the Florida Department of Transportation, the United States Postal Service, the Traffic Signals and
Signs Division of the Department of Transportation and Public Works, the Development Services
Division of the Regulatory and Economic Resources Department, the Florida City Police
Department, the Homestead Police Department, the Palmetto Bay Village Police Department, the
Pinecrest Police Department, the South Miami Police Department, the Coral Gables Police
Department, the Coral Gables Fire Department, the City of Miami Police Department, and the City
of Miami Fire-Rescue Department.

ion8.  Directs the County’s state lobbyists to advocate for the legislative action set
forth in section 1 above, and authorizes and directs the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs to
amend the 2020 State Legislative Package to include this item and, if applicable, to include this
item in the 2021 State Legislative Package when it is presented to the Board.

The Co-Prime Sponsors of the foregoing resolution are Commissioner Dennis C. Moss,
Commissioner Esteban L. Bovo, Jr., Commissioner Daniella Levine Cava, Commissioner Jose
"Pepe" Diaz, Chairwoman Audrey M. Edmonson, Commissioner Sally A. Heyman, Commissioner
Eileen Higgins, Commissioner Barbara J. Jordan, Commissioner Joe A. Martinez, Commissioner
Jean Monestime, Vice Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa, Senator Javier D. Souto and Commissioner
Xavier L. Suarez. It was offered by Commissioner ~ Dennis C. Moss , who moved its
adoption. The motion was seconded by Commissioner ~ Rebeca Sosa and upon being

put to a vote, the vote was as follows:
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Audrey M. Edmonson, Chairwoman aye
Rebeca Sosa, Vice Chairwoman aye
Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. aye Daniella Levine Cava
Jose “Pepe” Diaz aye Sally A. Heyman
Eileen Higgins aye Barbara J. Jordan
Joe A. Martinez aye Jean Monestime
Dennis C. Moss aye Sen. Javier D. Souto
Xavier L. Suarez aye

aye
absent
aye
aye
aye

The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 19" day

of February, 2020. This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only

upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this Resolution and the

filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board.

Approved by County Attorney as || | /)
to form and legal sufficiency. ‘ u_{c,/_

Nykeah L. Cohen

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

BY ITS BOARD OF

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK

Linda L. Cave

By:

Deputy Clerk





