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The Town of Cutler Bay seeks Public Input for new Flood Mitigation Plan 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 Cutler Bay, FL, October 11, 2013. On October 1, 2013, the 2012 Biggert-Waters 

Flood Insurance Reform Act went into effect.  This new law might cause the flood 

insurance rates of over 268,000 homeowners in Florida to increase, including over 300 

property owners in Cutler Bay.  Residents that have older homes or non-elevated 

structures have a higher level of flood risk and may face the greatest impact.   

 

The Town of Cutler Bay seeks to implement a Flood Mitigation Plan with hopes of 

reducing the flood insurance rates of residents in Cutler Bay.  To accomplish this goal, 

the Town has established a Flood Mitigation Plan Advisory Committee consisting of 

Town residents and business owners with expertise in real estate, water management, 

flood insurance, construction and more.  The first meeting of the Advisory Committee 

will be held on Thursday, October 24, 2013 at 5:30 pm.  This meeting will take place in 

the Town of Cutler Bay Council Chambers, 10720 Caribbean Blvd. in Cutler Bay, FL 

and is open to the public.   

 

The Town and Advisory Committee also invite all residents and interested parties to 

attend the “Flood Mitigation Plan Kick-Off Meeting”.   Property owners that currently 

are required to have flood insurance, have experienced property loss/damage due to 

flood, or simply want to learn more about what the Town is doing to protect their 

property are encouraged to attend the meeting.  We want to hear from you.  The 

Public Meeting will be held on Thursday October, 24, 2013 at 6:30 pm; following the 

Advisory Committee Meeting, in the Town of Cutler Bay Council Chambers.  

 

For more information, please contact Sandra Cuervo, CFM Building & Code 

Compliance Division Manager, Department of Community Development at 305-234-

4262 or visit the Town’s website at www.cutlerbay-fl.gov. 
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Cutler Bay officials are
looking for residents’ input
as they work on a plan to re-
duce flooding in the town.

The town’s anti-flooding
efforts come after last year’s
passage of a new federal law
governing flood insurance.
The Biggert-Waters Flood
Insurance Act aims to re-
duce government subsidies
that now pay part of the cost
of flood insurance for many

property owners. The law
will not immediately affect
primary residences, unless
the homeowner moves, has
a major claim, or changes in-
surance. Also, according to
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, only
about 20 percent of proper-
ties were subsidized to be-
gin with.

“Homeowners who have
lived in their home, are cur-
rent with their flood insur-
ance and do not let it lapse,
will not see an impact,” said
Sandra Cuervo, building
and code compliance man-
ager for the town of Cutler
Bay, “but the moment that
the homeowner doesn’t re-
new a flood policy and goes

to get flood insurance again,
they will see the true flood
risk.”

But owners of vacation or
investment homes, business
properties with subsidized
premiums, and properties
with multiple large flood
claims will see an increase
of 25 percent in premium

rates each year until those
premiums reflect full-risk
rates.

The town had formed a
Flood Mitigation Plan Advi-
sory Committee to try and
offset the rate hikes by im-
proving drainage. 

Now, Cutler Bay property
owners get a 20 percent dis-
count based on the town’s
rating of 6 under the FEMA’s
Community Rating System,
or CRS. If the rating lowers
to 5, the new discount would
be 25 percent and could be
effective by the end of 2014.

“Because of all of the is-
sues with flooding in the
area, we were able to qualify
for a grant to get a flood mit-
igation plan,” said Sandra

Cuervo, building and code
compliance manager for the
town of Cutler Bay. “We
need to figure out what we
can do and what areas can
be improved to mitigate any
potential flood hazards.”

The five-member com-
mittee, which includes spe-
cialists in real estate, public
works and insurance, will
hold its first public meeting
at 6:30 p.m. today, Oct. 24, at
Town Hall, 10720 Caribbean
Blvd.

More than 268,000 Flori-
da homeowners will see in
increase in flood insurance
rates as a result of the act.
Residents of older homes
and residents of nonelevat-
ed structures will see the

largest impact as they are at
a higher level of flood risk.

“We want to analyze and
determine what we are do-
ing in CRS and what is going
on as far as areas that have
more prone to flooding and
figure out what can be done
and what kind of projects
need to be spelled out and
what we can do to reduce
our flood risk.

“I think there are several
goals,” Cuervo said. “It will
tie in to CRS and try to see if
we can improve our rating
so that our discount is high-
er but that is just one com-
ponent. It’s how we can im-
prove what we are doing
right now so that we are not
exposed. …”

CUTLER BAY

Officials want public input on flooding
■ The town is trying to
improve
flood-mitigation to
offset flood-insurance
premiums that are
expected to rise.

BY ALEX BUTLER
Special to the Miami Herald

For more
information
To learn more about the
new federal flood-insur-
ance law, visit www.fe-
ma.gov/flood-insurance-
reform-act-2012.

MOZART CHOIR HONORED

On Oct. 20, the Coconut Grove Black Heritage Music Series concluded its first season with a
performance by Edward Waters College Choir at Greater St. Paul A.M.E. Church. The performance
honored members past and present from the Mozart Choir that was founded in 1902. Among them are,
from left, Jimmie Ingraham, Liz Daniels, Helen J. Davis, Bobby Sands and Juanita Smith.

PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BORNS/MIAMI HERALD STAFF

Director Barbara McNeely-Bouie leads the Edward
Waters College Choir.

Carla Ross, left, and her mother Mel are all smiles at
Sunday’s performance.
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Town launches program to
cut flood insurance rates

BY GARY ALAN RUSE

W ith the high cost of
flood insurance on the
minds of everyone in
South Florida, espe-
cially those in the

coastal areas vulnerable to storm related
flooding, the Town of Cutler Bay has begun a
program intended to reduce those costs for its
residents.

On Oct. 24, the town hosted the first meet-
ing of its Floodplain Advisory Committee and
a town hall meeting on the Biggert-Waters
Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012. The
Floodplain Advisory Committee was created
as a result of a grant from the State of Florida
to develop a town-wide Flood Mitigation
Plan. Cutler Bay is one of only two Florida
municipalities to receive such a grant.

The job of the committee is to work with
town staff, consultants, residents and interest-
ed stakeholders to develop and implement the
town’s Flood Mitigation Plan, according to
Rafael Casals, town manager.

“The town hopes that the implementation
of the Flood Mitigation Plan will further
improve its current rating in the National
Flood Insurance Program’s Community
Rating System (CRS) and further reduce
flood insurance premiums for its residents,”
Casals said.

Town Councilmember Mary Ann Mixon
was appointed by the town council to serve as
liaison to the Floodplain Advisory
Committee.

“I am honored to be named as liaison for
the town’s Floodplain Advisory Committee,”
Mixon said in an Oct. 28 interview. “This is
an excellent and exciting opportunity for our
community. We are very fortunate to have
such knowledgeable people working on this
project.

“Between the expertise of the town staff
and the members of the committee, I feel con-
fident we will reach our goal of a

Classification 5 certification thereby saving
the town a tremendous amount of money on
their flood insurance.”

As a participant in the CRS program the
town currently has received a Classification 6,
which means that all policy holders in the
town’s Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)
are receiving a 20 percent discount on the
total cost of their flood insurance. A
Classification 5 rating would provide a 25
percent discount.

David Stroud, the town’s technical consult-
ant, provided an overview of the CRS program
at the meeting. The CRS is a voluntary pro-
gram implemented in the 1990s by FEMA. It
recognizes and encourages community flood-
plain management activities that exceed the
minimum NFIP standards. Participation
rewards community actions that meet its goals
with adjusted flood insurance premiums.
Stroud explained that BW-12 was signed into
law by President Barack Obama on July 6,
2012.

Mayor Edward P. MacDougall praised the
efforts of the new committee members work-
ing on the project.

“The Town of Cutler Bay has 160 homes
which are financially affected in a negative
way,” MacDougall said. “Due to our close-
ness to the coast and some homes built below

recommended flood elevation, Cutler Bay
bears a serious impact.

“This affects not only our homeowners but
our real estate market, just now returning to
some degree of health. With new congression-
al legislation on the horizon, we are very
hopeful for a solution. I thank our town staff
and their great efforts to be proactive in this
national problem.”

Stroud said that owners of primary resi-
dences in the SFHA will be able to keep their
subsidized rates unless or until:

a) owner sells the property (new rates will be
charged to the new owner if they insure);

b) owner allows the policy to lapse;
c) property suffers severe, repeated flood

losses, or
d) owner purchases a new policy after July

6, 2012.
Stroud also noted that properties in moder-

ate to low-risk areas are not affected by BW-
12 because properties in these areas (Flood
Zones B, C or X) do not pay subsidized rates.

For information, residents should contact
Sandra Cuervo, CFM Building and Code
Compliance Division manager, Department of
Community Development, or Yenier Vega,
CGC, Stormwater Utility manager at 305-
234-4262, or visit the town’s website at
<www.cutlerbay-fl.gov>.

Pictured is the
town hall meeting

about the Flood
Insurance Reform

Act.
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The Town of Cutler Bay to hold Public Meetings on April 22 and 23, 2014 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Cutler Bay, FL, April 14, 2014 - On April 22nd and 23rd, Town residents are encouraged to 

participate in two Public Information/Involvement Meetings regarding the Town’s Floodplain 

Mitigation Plan which is being funded in part by a State of Florida grant.  As a result, the Town 

Council has created a Floodplain Mitigation Plan Advisory Committee comprised of Cutler Bay 

residents with expertise in construction, water management, insurance, real estate, and more.  

Additionally, the Town Council has appointed Council Member Mary Ann Mixon to serve as the 

Liaison to the Committee. The Town hopes that the implementation of the Cutler Bay Flood 

Mitigation Plan will further improve its current rating in the National Flood Insurance 

Program’s (NFIPs) Community Rating System (CRS) and further reduce flood insurance 

premium for its residents.    

 

Currently, Town residents who require flood insurance are receiving a 20% flood insurance 

premium discount as a result of the Town’s CRS rating of “6”. The Committee Meeting is open to 

the public and the meeting details are as follows: 

 

Floodplain Mitigation Plan Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, April 22, 2014 at 5:30 pm 

Town Center Community Room, Suite 220 

10720 Caribbean Boulevard 

Cutler Bay, Florida 33189 

 

As a follow-up to the Committee Meeting, the Town will host a Public Information Meeting on 

Wednesday, April 23.  During this public involvement meeting, the Town’s consultant and 

project staff will provide participants with an overview of the Committee’s progress and will 

facilitate a public comment period to assess the needs of all residents.  The meeting details are 

as follows: 

 

Floodplain Mitigation Plan Public Meeting 



## 

Wednesday, April 23, 2014 at 7:00 pm 

Cutler Ridge Park 

10100 SW 200 Street 

Cutler Bay, Florida 33157 

 

Residents who would like to receive additional information, or who have questions regarding the 

Town’s Flood Mitigation Plan, can contact Sandra Cuervo, Building & Code Compliance Division 

Manager, at (305) 234-4262 or via email to scuervo@cutlerbay-fl.gov. Residents are also 

encouraged to visit the Town’s website at www.cutlerbay-fl.gov.  

mailto:scuervo@cutlerbay-fl.gov
http://www.cutlerbay-fl.gov/
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The Town of Cutler Bay Unveils Draft Flood Mitigation Plan for Public Input  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Cutler Bay, FL, September 12, 2014. The Town of Cutler Bay seeks to implement a 

Flood Mitigation Plan with hopes of reducing the flood insurance rates of residents in 

Cutler Bay.  To accomplish this goal, the Town established a Flood Mitigation Plan 

Advisory Committee consisting of Town residents and business owners with expertise 

in real estate, water management, flood insurance, construction and more.   

 

The purpose of the Flood Mitigation plan is to identify, assess and mitigate flood risk 

in order to better protect the people and property of Cutler Bay from the effects of 

flood hazards. The Floodplain Advisory Committee, along with AMEC, the Town 

Consultant for this project, Town Staff and Council Liaison, Council Member Mixon, 

held six (6) meetings in which a hazard assessment was conducted to better understand 

the Town’s potential risk to natural disasters and laid out the framework for 

prioritizing mitigation actions to reduce risk from future hazard events. 

  

The Floodplain Advisory Committee will hold a committee meeting to review the 

draft of the Flood Mitigation Plan on Thursday, September 25, 2014 at 5:30 pm.  This 

meeting will take place at the Town of Cutler Bay 10720 Caribbean Blvd. Suite 220 in 

Cutler Bay, FL and is open to the public.   

 

The Town and Advisory Committee also invite all residents and interested parties to 

attend a public meeting to discuss the draft of the Flood Mitigation Plan.   The plan 

will be unveiled in order to gain public input and comments from Town residents and 

business owners. The Public Meeting will be held on Thursday September 25, 2014 at 

7:00 pm at the Town of Cutler Bay Council Chambers at 10720 Caribbean Blvd. in 

Cutler Bay, FL 

 

For more information, please contact Sandra Cuervo, CFM Building & Code 

Compliance Division Manager, Department of Community Development at 305-234-

4262 or visit the Town’s 



 

website at www.cutlerbay-fl.gov. 
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Concerned about flood insurance rates?
We hear from the office of Sandra Cuervo,
CFM Building & Code Compliance Division
Manager of the Town of Cutler Bay’s
Department of Community Development, that
a Floodplain Mitigation Plan Workshop is
scheduled for Wednesday October 1 in the
Town Hall Council Chambers at 5:00 p.m.
Residents are invited to attend.
The town has been working on a flood

mitigation plan for some months now with
the hopes of reducing the flood insurance
rates of residents in Cutler Bay. A committee
comprised of town residents and business
owners with expertise in real estate, water
management, flood insurance, construction
and other areas was formed and the commit-
tee members have attended six meetings thus
far with AMEC, the town consultant for the
project, members of the town staff and town
liaison Council Member Mary Ann Mixon.
The idea is that by identifying, assessing

and mitigating flood risk in the town, and
coming up with safety measures that will
reduce hazards during storm and other disas-
ter caused flooding, there may be savings in
insurance costs. The most recent meeting
took place on Thursday, September 25.
For those interested in attending the

October 1 workshop, Town Hall is located at

10720 Caribbean Blvd. Suite 220 in Cutler
Bay. For more information, please contact
Sandra Cuervo at 305-234-4262 or visit the
town’s website at <www.cutlerbay-fl.gov>.
And by the way… Speaking of Town Hall,

which is in the Cutler Bay Town Center there at
10720 Caribbean Boulevard, they still have
some office space for lease in that big multisto-

ry building there behind Southland Mall. If
you’re interested you can find the details at
<www.cutlerbaytowncenter.com>.
New restaurant… Miami Grill, which is

a re-branding of the original Miami Subs,
opened in Cutler Bay the beginning of
September with a crowd of folks eager to get
their favorite sandwiches, gyros and sea-
soned fries again. It’s located at 118660
South Dixie Highway, on the west side of the
street. Call them at 305-251-5816.
Don’t miss this! The Cutler Ridge

Woman’s Club is having their Autumn Bunco
Party on October 11th at 10:00 a.m., with
lunch at noon. This is their charitable fundrais-
er, with door prizes, an auction table, bake
sale, books, a treasure table and more. The cost
is $17. Location is at Cutler Ridge Park, 10100
SW 200 Street. For reservations or questions
please call Carol Ponzini at 305-233-3965.
Thought of the Day:
If we were meant to talk more than listen,
we would have two mouths and one ear.

— Mark Twain

Gary Alan Ruse contributed to this column.

Got any tips? Contact me at 305-669-7355,
ext. 249, or send emails to <Michael@com-
munitynewspapers.com>.

FFllooooddppllaaiinn MMiittiiggaattiioonn PPllaann WWoorrkksshhoopp iiss OOccttoobbeerr 11

AROUND TOWN

Michael Miller
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Council Member Mary Ann Mixon (right side) and members of the Floodplain Mitigation Advisory Committee dis-
cuss the proposed Flood Mitigation Plan.
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